Huntington Aluminum
~shows off $1M expansion

BY ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@h-ponline.com

When  Huntington Alu-
minum  President Roger
Kilty walked into their
100,000-square-foot  facil-
ity at the Riverfork Industrial
Park in 2011, he didn’t know
what to do with all of the
space.

Now, used aluminum
parts, chips, scraps and rims
from across the country are
piled up across the prop-

erty, waiting to be melted {

into  28-pound - ingots  and
328-pound sows so compa-
nies can save money and re-
cycle their excess aluminum.
The company just completed

a $1-million expansion, add-
ing a second rotary furmace to |

increase their production by an
additional three to four tons of
recycled aluminum a_ month.
The expansion created eight
jobs, bringing their total em-
ployment to 60 workers.

“We was turning customers
away, so we had to do some-
thing here and make a decision
to grow or let the business go,”
Huntington Aluminum gen-
eral manager Steve Stamper
said. "We demded o make the
expansion.”

In 2011, the company want-
ed to hit a benchmark of 1
million pounds of recycling,
but it could hardly handle
processing 800,000 pounds
of scrap aluminum at first.

“I was thinking man we're
never going to get that,” Kilty
said. “I mean even at that
point (Stamper) and I were
out there pouring sows.”

Now, the company plans to
recycle more than 9 million
pounds a month by Novem-
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TALK: Right to left, Huntington Aluminum Presldent Roger Kilty talks to county commissioner Tom Wall and Mayor
Brooks Fetters, while standing in the ingot holding area of the facility. The company melts down customer’s alumi-
num scrap into ingots, pictured to the right of the frame.

//mc/ fung  aaf18 /‘7 /

ecutive director Mark Wickersham talks to the group in

front of a pile of scrap metal. Customers send in alumi-
num scrap they own and pay Huntington Alumlnum to
melt their product mto a usable fon'n again.

POSE From Ieft Mayor Brooks Fetters, county com-
missioner Larry Buzzard, Huntington Aluminum presi-

dent Roger Kilty, Huntington Aluminum general manager
Steve Stamper, commissioner Tom Wall and commis-
sioner Rob Miller stand in front of a pile of ingots, during

their tour.

ber, thanks to the new furnace.

City and county officials
toured the expansion, Mon-
day, after the company met
the requirements laid out in
a performance-based grant
of $80,000 provided to Hun-
tington Aluminum to assist in
their growth.

“To see them grow and ex-
pand and then walk out here
and see the people from our
county that have been em-
ployed here and what (they)
have done for the commu-
nity, we really appreciate it,”
Huntington County commis-
sioner Tom Wall said. “This

- is a growth story,” Wall said.

i apprecnate you saying do-
ing in Huntington County
and Huntington City is great

. we want to hear success
stones like this.”

The perfonnance-based
grant required the company
to create eight jobs, acquire
an air pollution permit from
the Indiana Department of

| Environmental Management
| and putin an emission reduc-
- ing structure to reduce pollu-

tion.

At first; the company was
leaning toward investing in
a plant in Ohio, but Wall said

“the former Mayor of Hun-

tington, Steve Updike, and.

‘the local govemment jumped

in to recruit the company.
The facility the company.

lS currently in sat vacant and

in need of serious renovation

1 before the company chose
| Huntington.

Now, the company already
has plans to automgte two of

| extremely happy with their
| choice doing business in

Huntington.

“It’s just been amazing
to watch your growth and
expertise,” Mayor Brooks
Fetters told the company of-
ficials during the tour. “T just
want to applaud your cour-
age because as you grow and
expand, those are gut check
kind of moments ... It always
takes boldness and courage to
do that. Congratulations, and
I'm glad your meeting with
success. It's not only good
for you guys but it’s good for
the whole community and the
entire region.”




